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repentance, i.e., the resolve not to do it again, is that in
future he will be proof against temptations of the same
kind and hence will not be liable to further consequences
or evil effects.
Q. Then can karma be transferred from one person to
another ? Does not transfer ability of karma underlie the
Christian doctrine of vicarious atonement ?
Ans. As already explained, punishment of sins has no
place under the Law of Karma. Moreover, vicarious
atonement is grossly misunderstood. In the early Church
the teaching on the Atonement was, that Christ, as the
Representative of humanity, fought and conquered Satan
who had held humanity in bondage, and set his captive
free. The Christian teachers lost touch with spiritual
truths and began to preach that Christ suffered the wrath
of God for man's sins.
The Law of Sacrifice underlies all systems; it lies
at the root of evolution, and universes are built on it. In
the doctrine of the Atonement it takes a concrete form in
connection with men who have reached a certain stage in
spiritual development when they realise their oneness with
all mankind. When it is said that Christ suffers for men,
His purity replacing their sin, His wisdom their ignorance,
it means that He so becomes one with them that they
share with Him and He with them. There is no substitution
of Him for them, but the taking of their lives into His and
the pouring of His life into theirs ; for having risen to the
plane of unity He is able to share all He has gained. His
at-one-ment with His brethren is not by a vicarious sub-
stitution, but by identity of nature, by the unity of a com-
mon life. He is sinful in them, and His purity purges
them ; in them is He the Man of Sorrow. Thus identity
of nature was mistaken for a personal substitution, and

